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Equestrian Training Programme F.A.Q.

What will I learn on this programme?

On this programme you will learn about:

· Handling horses in a safe way

· Daily stable and yard tasks

· Caring for horses and feeding of horses

· How horses behave and why

· The equipment used when working with and riding horses

· How to work as part of a team and communicate with others

· The skills necessary to ride competently

How do I know if I am eligible to do the course?

If you are over 16 years of age, are physically able for the demands of the course and are on a disability allowance you are eligible for the programme. If you are not on disability allowance but have a learning disability, another health issue, are an early school leaver or are from the travelling community you may still be able to take part. Contact the programme manager if you have a question about your eligibility.

You do not need experience with horses to take part on this programme but you must enjoy working outdoors in all weathers.

All applicants must be registered with FAS. 

When does the programme start?

There is an ongoing intake on this programme. That means that as places become available during the year people can start.

How can I apply?

Complete the application form found on our website www.festinalente.ie or contact the programme manager on 01-272 0704 (ext.207) to get an application form posted out.

What happens when I apply for the programme?

You will have an informal interview with the programme manager. If you are eligible for the programme and there is a place available you will be offered an orientation week. This gives the instructors an opportunity to get to know you and gives you a chance to sample the programme and see how you like it. After the orientation week a place on the programme may be offered.

Do I get paid?

If you are already on a disability allowance or another social welfare payment you will receive a FAS training allowance and a training bonus. Your eligibility for disability allowance will not be affected by participating on the programme. You may also qualify for a meal allowance, a rent allowance or a travel allowance payment.

Is the programme full time?

The programme is 3 years long and is full time. Training takes place from Monday-Friday and starts at 9am every day. Training finishes at 4.30pm every day except Fridays when training finishes at 3.00pm.

Are there exams or assessments on the programme?

Practical assessments take place at the end of each term: Christmas, Easter and summer. Written exams take place at the end of the three year programme but are accessible for people with literacy needs and support can be provided as appropriate. 

Will I do a work experience placement as part of the programme?

Yes. All students have an opportunity to complete one work experience placement during each academic year. 

What do I get at the end of the course?

If you successfully complete the programme you will receive a FETAC level 4 certificate in Stable & Yard Routine, Sports Horse Riding & Work Experience. There is also an opportunity to receive a British Horse Society qualification if you wish to do so. The programme team will help you to decide what you want to do when you finish your training and will provide support for you to move on to employment and/or further training.

Do I get holidays?

Trainees have 1 week off at Easter, 4 weeks off in August and 2 weeks off at Christmas. 

Do I need any equipment or clothing to take part on the course?

You will need to wear strong shoes or boots and jeans. Tracksuit bottoms or hoodies are not permitted. Clothing requirements are dependent on weather: rain jackets and rain trousers during wet weather, warm clothing during the winter, sun-cream and a hat during the summer. Riding hats, boots and body protectors are available in the training centre if you do not have riding gear. Once accepted on the programme all students must wear the uniform. 

Is there accommodation available?

Festina Lente does not provide accommodation but can put you in contact with landladies in the area.

Where can I get more information?

Please contact the programme manager on 01-272 0704 (ext.207) or visit our website www.festinalente.ie.
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